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Having access to our resources through the calendar/folder system not only helped those who
had lost their handouts but also those who were absent.

The wall calendar served as a powerful anchor to show students where we were in the unit and
where we're going.

Homework completion rates jumped from about 50 percent to 90 percent after the first three-
week period of this new system.

Since students were now completing homework, they were more prepared for class and we
were able to get into higher-order activities faster.

Respond and Repeat

Remember, over time, just about everything breaks. Although this system works for my current
students, different groups or generations of students are going to bring different preferences and
needs, which means I must stay responsive and ready to repeat this process. Don't be afraid of
what's broken—it may be just the muse you need to build truly remarkable classroom systems.

Jessica F. Handley is an instructional designer at the Center for Online Learning and Teaching
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